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1,409 skinis, have been labeled and catalogued. For this work 
the Conservator is largely indebted to Mr. Howard Y. Pennell. 

The additions to the ornithological collection during the year 
have been noteworthy. The Rhoads collectioni of British Columbian 
birds, numbering about 1,100 which was generously pur- 
chased by friends of the Academy, is of especial importance as it 
comprises large series of specirnens from a region hitherto unrepres- 
ented in the museum. Through the liberality of friends of the in- 
stitution the Section was enabled to have an experienced collector, 
Mr. R. B. Herron, in the field for a short time in the vicinity of 
San Bernardino, Southerni California, and many valuable specimens 
of species heretofore wanting or very poorly represented in the col- 
lection were obtained. 

The collectioni of mounted birds of the late George W. Carpeniter 
is also a very valuable acquisition, containing exanmples of maniy 
rare species, the most important of which is an adult male speci- 
men of the extiniet Labrador duck. 

The Delaware Valley Ornithological Club has also added many 
very inistructive groups of native birds with their nests and eggs, to 
the already large collection presented during previous years. 
This is now one of the most attractive exhibits in the museum. 

At the ainnual meeting of the Section held December 18, 1893, 
the followinig officers were elected: 

Director, . . . . . Spencer Trotter, M. D. 
TVice-Director, . . . . George S. Morris. 
Recor der, . . . . . Stewardsoni Brown. 
Cor. Secretary, . . . . Charles E. Ridenour. 
Treasuurer, . . . . . Samuel G. Dixon, M. D. 
Conservator, * * . * Witnmer Stone. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WITMER STONE, 

Contservator. 

REPORT OF THE PROFESSOR OF INVERTEBRATE 
PALEONTOLOGY. 

The 1Professor of Invertebrate Paleontology respectfully reports that, 
as in past years, he has delivered the usual course of Spring lectures, 
about twenty-five in number, aiid he acknowledges a satisfactor at- 
tendance for the entire course. A number of the evening lectures 



1893.] NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 569 

were accompanied by lantern demonstrations. The field excur- 
sions continue to attract the general attention of the students, and 
it is plainly visible that they exert a nmarked influenice uponi the zeal 
and energy with which the subject of geological investigation is 
prosecuted. The quality of independent observation is by this 
meanis readily acquired, and with it is developed the healthy spirit 
of originial researchl. Especially successfuil have been the efforts of 
the students in fossil-collecting, and to theii the paleontology of 
New Jersey is largely indebted for work already accomplished. 

The conditioon of the paleontological department of the Acadenmy 
renmains much as it has been. No relief has vet been afforded 
to the crowded condition of the collections, but the near com- 
pletion of the annex to the main building brings with it the 
hope of an early betterment. During the year, under the super- 
vision of the Curators, a portion of the State collection illustrating 
the Second Geological Survey of Pennsylvaniia has been removed 
from the boxes in which the collection has hitherto remained packed, 
and placed in drawers especially provided for it. No proper ar- 
rangement of these specimens is, however, as yet possible. Inideed, 
any attempt to rearrange and re-classify would be un- 
desirable in the present condition of lack of room. Your Con- 
servator regrets that, mainly owing to an affection of his eyes which 
continued througlhout the greater part of the year, he has not been 
able to give that general attention to the collections under his charge 
which he should have desired. 

There have been nuLmerous accessions to the collections during the 
year, among which, perhaps most prominently,may be nmentioned ex- 
tensive series of Tertiary and Post-Tertiary fossils presented by Mr. 
Joseph Willcox and Mr. Clarence B. Moore. In this coinnectioni 
not inappropriately reference might be made to the collection of 
Cretaceous and Miocenie leaves obtained by the Peary Relief Expe- 
dition at the famous fossil-bearing locality of Atanekerdluk, Green- 
lanid. The specimenis are contained in sixty-five trays. 

Specimiens for study have been loaned to Gilbert D. Harris of 
Washington; W. B. Clarke of Baltimore; C. B. SimnpsonD of Al- 
bany, and W. H. Cuniiiniius of Austin, Texas. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ANGELO HEILPRIN, 

Professor of Invert6brate Paleontology. 
37 
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